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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
It’s that time of year when many of us are 
feeling tired and weary and ready for warmer 
weather. It’s a mood that’s mirrored by the 
Christian season of Lent, which in North 
America coincides with this transition from 
winter to spring. Lent runs for forty days (46 if 
you count the Sundays) from Ash Wednesday 
(February 26th this year) until Easter Sunday. 
 
Lent has its roots in the early church as a time 
of returning to God and seeking to amend one’s 
life. It has parallels to our modern day New 
Year’s because Lent is a time to take stock of 
our faith life, to reflect on areas where we’ve 
failed to love God and our neighbours well, and 
to make a renewed commitment to faithful 
discipleship. And like New Year’s and its 
resolutions, there are specific disciplines that 
many Christians choose to take on during Lent 
to help with this endeavour.  
 
Three practices that have deep roots as Lenten 
disciplines are fasting, charitable giving, and 
prayer. These three ancient practices continue 
to be timely for us because they can help us 
combat the spiritual hunger and longing for 
meaning, connection, and purpose that many 
of us desire. 
 
To fast is to give up all or some of our food. 
Although there can certainly be health benefits 
if we choose to fast by giving up sugar or fried 
foods or alcohol for Lent, the real purpose of 
fasting is for our physical hunger to help us see 
and understand our deeper spiritual hunger. In 
a country where we’re surrounded by so much 
material wealth, fasting also focuses our 
attention on those in our world who have very 

little. In this day and age, a fast from 
technology or social media could be another 
way of refocusing our attention on God. 
 
Charitable giving is a discipline that reminds us 
about our responsibility to help those in our 
world who have little. During Lent, this is meant 
to be something extra in addition to what we 
already give, and is specifically meant to help 
someone in need. This is a practice that can 
help us cultivate a more generous spirit, as we 
sacrifice some of what we have to help 
someone else. Is there an organization or a 
person in need you might like to support 
throughout this Lenten season? 
 
We often think of prayer as asking God for 
things that we need or want. But prayer is also 
a way of paying attention to God’s presence 
and action in our lives. Slowing down and 
paying attention to our feelings, longings, 
hopes, and hurts provides openings for God to 
speak to us. Taking time to be silent, being in 
nature, journaling, or doing something creative 
– these can all be prayerful activities that open 
us to experience the divine presence in our 
lives. 
 
As we patiently wait for spring and Easter to 
arrive, I invite you to consider taking on a 
Lenten discipline. What practice might help you 
reconnect with God more deeply and help you 
find the spiritual rest and renewal we all long 
for? 
 
Your sister in Christ, 

 Pastor Laura 

tŜǘŜǊΩǎ bŜǘ 
St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Brodhagen 

6671A Perth Line 44, RR1 
Bornholm, Ontario  N0K 1A0 

519-345-2535 
Email: office@stpetershouse.ca 
Website: www.stpetershouse.ca March/April 2020 

mailto:office@stpetershouse.ca
http://www.stpetershouse.ca/
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2020 Lenten Study 
  
Pastor Laura is offering a 4 week study on the topic of Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) using the 
study guide put out by the National Church. The legalization of MAID by the Canadian Government 
in 2016 radically changed the landscape when it comes to journeying with individuals at the end of 
life. Our National Church responded by both putting out this study guide for congregations and at 
the 2019 Natiƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ όά/ŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ 
WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 5ȅƛƴƎΥ !ƴ 9[/L/ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
currently in a process of reviewing the legislation and potentially making some significant changes.  
 
March 8th: Session 1 ς Where Are We Now? And How Did We Get Here? 
March 15th: Session 2 ς ! άDƻƻŘ 5ŜŀǘƘέ 
March 22nd: Session 3 ς Rights and Responsibilities, Autonomy and Community 
March 29th: Session 4 ς What Values Guide Our Work as People of Faith? 
 
If you plan attend please let Pastor Laura know. Depending on numbers and the desire of those 
who plan to come, we will either ask folks to bring a brown bag lunch or take turns bringing food to 
share. 

 

2020 Holy Week Services 

Palm/Passion Sunday – Sunday, April 5th at 10:00 AM 

Maundy Thursday Agape Meal – Thursday, April 9th at 6:30 PM 

Good Friday Worship – Friday, April 10th at 10:00 AM 

Easter Sunday Holy Communion – Sunday, April 12th at 10:00 AM 

Shelterlink Sunday ς April 19th  
 

Join us for our annual Shelterlink Sunday at the Brodhagen 
Community Centre. Executive Director Bev Hagedorn will 

be with us to share the most recent news from the shelter. 
Lunch will be provided by the Brodhagen Chamber of 

Commerce and donations will be collected in support of 
Shelterlink. The congregation is asked to bring desserts.  
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Blessing of the Seeds and Soil ς April 26th 

As an agricultural community our lives revolve around 

the seasons of planting and harvest. As we give thanks to God who sends sun and rain in due season, 

the farmers and gardeners in our congregation are invited to bring a handful of seeds and/or soil for a 

time of special prayer and blessing during our Sunday morning worship on April 26th.  

 

Deb McCracken, The Olive Branch for Children ς May 3rd  

Deb McCracken-Nangereke will make her annual in-person pilgrimage to St Peter’s 

on May 3rd. Join us to hear updates on what’s new in her ministry with The Olive 

Branch for Children in Tanzania. Following worship you are invited to stay for a time 

of food and fellowship with Deborah. 

 

ά.ǳǊȅƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀ 

On Transfiguration Sunday (February 23), we continued the tradition with the Sunday School kids of 

“burying” the Alleluia. Christians refrain from using this celebratory word during the season of Lent as a 

way of honouring just how precious and special those alleluias are. And after “fasting” from this word 

for 46 days, we will bring it out again on Easter Sunday (April 12) with much joy and celebration.  
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Notes from church council: 
Church Council has set a goal to increase the 
average weekly worship attendance to 85 
attendees in the next twelve months (May 
2020).  In order to achieve this goal, the “Three 
Week Challenge” was introduced in August. If 
you missed this announcement, speak to any 
council member to see how you can assist the 
Church Council in meeting this goal. Handouts 
regarding this project are available. 
 
The Photo Directory continues to be a work in 
progress as pictures continue to be taken of 
various church groups and events. Speak to Kim 
Finlayson if you have any questions regarding 
the directory. 
 
Maintenance Projects 

¶ Cemetery Committee is continuing with 
the investigation into and repair of 
broken cemetery stones and will report 
back to council with recommendations. 

¶ Thank you to the Hoegy’s for repairing 
the branches on the artificial Christmas 
trees. 

¶ In the parsonage the toilet, kitchen light 
and stove exhaust fan will be replaced. 

¶ A new LED light was installed on the 
east side of the outdoor sign. 

  
Fundraising 

¶ The fundraising dinner will be held on 
Mother’s Day May 10, 2020. 

 
100th Anniversary of Building Committee 
Thank you to the following members for 
volunteering to sit on this committee: Murray 
Rose, Elsie Beuermann, Jean Gloor, Richard 
Leonhardt, Karen McKinney, Brad Rapien and 
the Archives Committee Members as resources. 
  
Church Council continues to encourage 
questions and opinions from the congregation.  
Please approach any member of council or put 
a signed note in the suggestion box in the 
narthex. 
 

Kim Finlayson 
Congregational Council Secretary 

 

YOUR 2020 CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chairperson: Kevin Ludington 
Vice Chair: Jeff Robinson 
Treasurer: Glenda Morrison, Jeff Robinson 
Secretary: Kim Finlayson 
Christian Education: Judy DeJong 
Worship and Music: Marci Feltz 
Mutual Ministry: Kevin Ludington 
Archives: Jeff Robinson 
Cemetery: Jason Beuermann, Keith Bennewies 
Maintenance/Property: Kevin Ludington, Jason Beuermann, Keith Bennewies 
Policy Protection:  Pastor Laura, Rebecca Rapien 
Food Committee: Elaine Dietz 
Fundraising: Kevin Ludington, Keith Bennewies 
Youth Group: Jason Beuermann 
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 2020 

On February 25th, our Confirmation Class (along with several parents) served over 100 people at our 

annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. We collected $1160 in donations for the ministry of Janelle 

Kuepfer with YFC/Youth Unlimited ς Mitchell. A huge thank you to Debby Bennewies for coordinating 

the meal and her helpers Pauline Siemon, Wayne Jarmuth, Grace Brown, and Diana Rapien. Thanks also 

to Grace for donating a griddle and pancake batter dispenser to the church. 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΧ 

As the 100th Anniversary of the building of this church approaches, we thought the time was right to 
share some of the interesting items documented surrounding this event that have been preserved in 
our archives. Throughout 2020 we will include in Peter’s Net some interesting articles and photos that 
detail the great effort put forth by our predecessors as they struggled to build this impressive church. 
We hope that you enjoy the trip down memory lane.  
 
The following is an excerpt from the 1922 !ǳŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΥ 
 
Dedication of Brodhagen Lutheran Church (as recorded in the Building Committee Report) 

Sunday, July 2, 1922 was an epoch marking day in the history of the congregation of St. Peter’s Church, 
Brodhagen, the occasion being the opening of their new church. The day being ideal and the roads fine, 
thousands availed themselves of the opportunity of being present at this auspicious event so that the 
church could not begin to accommodate those in attendance at the three services held. Assisting the 
pastor, Rev. J. Alberti, were many prominent ministers of the Lutheran Synod of Canada. The first 
service at ten a.m. was in German and took the form of a dedicatory service led by the pastor. A 
procession, consisting of the minister, choir and building committee, formed at the parsonage and 
marched to the front of the church where a short service was held. Proceeding into the church, the 
service was continued. Revs. O. Stockman of Tavistock and O.C.D. Klaehn of Stratford, president of the 
Lutheran Synod of Canada, preached. Special music was rendered by the local choir and the Misses 
Schorten, of Listowel.  
 
The afternoon service was in English and was conducted by Rev. Klaehn of Stratford, while Rev. Prof. 
A.A. Zinck, B.A., B.D., of Waterloo, preached. Special music was again rendered by the choir and 
orchestra of Zion Church, Stratford. While this service was in progress, Rev. E. Neudoerffer, B.D., of 
India, gave an address on missions from the parsonage verandah to those who were unable to get into 
the church. 
 
The evening service, which opened at 7:30, was conducted in both English and German. The ministers 
taking part were: Revs. Schorten of Listowel; Maas of Chesley; Bechter of Hamilton; and Mosig of New 
Hamburg. Musical numbers were contributed by the Misses Schorten, Listowel, and the choir of Trinity 
church, Sebastopol. At the conclusion of the evening service there was special music by a massed choir 
which closed the day’s program. Prof. F.K. Thiele, of Kitchener, presided efficiently at the organ at all 
the services and preceding each service music was provided by the Brodhagen band. Special offerings 
were taken for the building fund. 
 
The church, which is a handsome edifice of red brick, is one of the finest and most up-to-date country 
churches in Western Ontario and would do credit to any city. There are two bells in the belfry, and the 
church, the sheds and the parsonage are all lighted by their own Delco electric light plant. Very 
noticeable also are the numerous beautiful memorial windows with which the church was adorned. 
The congregation consists of over eight hundred adherents who have given gratuitously of their time 
and labor in the work of building the church and who on this occasion threw open their homes and 
extended generous hospitality to those attending the services. 
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Photos from our 2020 Epiphany Party: (left) Elsie, Jackson, Judy 

& Sherri making Froebel stars; (below) Joan, John & Cheryl were 

crowned kings after finding the beans that were baked into our 

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ YƛƴƎǎέ ŎŀƪŜǎΦ 

News from the Pews  

Sunday, January 5 – Epiphany 

Party & Potluck followed the 

service 

Sunday, February 9 ς Annual 

meeting with Potluck lunch 

following 

Sunday, February 23 ς We welcomed guest 

preacher Janelle Kuepfer from YFC/Youth 

Unlimited – Mitchell 

Tuesday, February 25 ς Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper was held from 5:00-7:00 PM 

Wednesday, February 26 ς 7:30 PM Ash 

Wednesday Service of Holy Communion. Start 

of Lent. 

/haLbD ¦tΧ 
Saturday, March 28 – 9:00 AM Spring cleaning 

of the interior of the church. Please bring your 

equipment & supplies. 

 

Saturday, April 4 - 9:00 AM Arbor Day – spring 

cleaning of the church grounds. Please bring 

your equipment & supplies. Inclement weather 

date: April 18.  

Sunday, April 5 – 10:00 Palm Sunday Worship 

Thursday, April 9 – 6:30 PM Maundy Thursday 

Agape Meal & Worship 

Friday, April 10 – 10:00 Good Friday Worship 

Friday, April 10 – 11:30 Communion Instruction 

Class 

Sunday, April 12 – Easter Sunday – Service of 

Holy Communion at 10:00 AM 

 
OUR CONDOLENCESΧ 
To the family of Ron Gethke who died on 
January 4. His funeral was held at St Peter’s on 
January 11. Spring interment at St Peter’s to 
follow. 
 

Joan Beuermann 
Office Administrator 
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Constitution /ƻǊƴŜǊΥ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
Following the adoption of our new constitution and bylaws September 29, 2019, Church Council felt 
this was a good time to put out a reminder of what is required to be a member and to maintain active 
membership status at St. Peter’s. All are welcome and encouraged to worship and participate in the life 
of our community. The biggest difference membership makes is it also gives you the right to vote at 
congregational meetings and serve on church council, as long as you keep your membership active. 
From our bylaws, Part I: 
 
Section 2 The membership of this congregation consists of those persons who: 

a. have been baptized in this congregation, 
b. having been previously baptized in the name of the Triune God, have 

been received by: 
i. transfer from another Lutheran congregation, or another 

congregation of a church in full communion with the ELCIC, 
ii. confirmation, or 
iii. affirmation of faith. 

 
Section 4  Voting members, [confirmed members], who have not, for a period of one (1) year, 

partaken of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, supported and participated in the life 
and worship of the congregation are placed on a responsibility list.  The member will, 
when practicable, be contacted by the rostered minister and/or a Congregational 
Council member who will encourage the member to active membership. 

 
If you end up on the responsibility list you remain a member of St Peter’s but without voting privileges. 
If you wish to regain those privileges you must return to active support and participation in the life of 
the congregation. Copies of the Constitution and Bylaws are available electronically from Pastor Laura. If you 
have questions about your membership status, the membership status of a family member, or would like to 
become a member please speak with Pastor Laura or a member of church council. 

 

Coldest Night of the Year 

On February 22, members of St 

Peter’s Teens for Christ participated 

in the Coldest Night of the Year 

fundraiser for Shelterlink. The team 

walked 5km (twice around the river 

in Stratford) and raised over $1200 

for the cause. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 

Date 

 

Service Description 

 

Title 

 

Readings 

 

Notes 

March 1 10:00 Holy Communion Lent 1 / First Last and Last First Mark 10:17-31 Sunday School starts upstairs;       
Installation of Church Council 

March 8 10:00 Word & Prayer Lent 2 / Bartimaeus Healed Mark 10:32-52 Family Sunday 
 

March 15 10:00 Holy Communion Lent 3 / Parable of the Tenants  Mark 12:1-12 Family Sunday 
 

March 22 10:00 Word & Prayer Lent 4 / Great Commandment Mark 12:28-44 Sunday School starts upstairs 

March 29 10:00 Word & Prayer Lent 5 / End of the Age Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 Sunday School starts upstairs 
 

April 5 10:00 Holy Communion Palm/Passion Sunday Mark 14:3-9  

April 9 6:30 Agape Meal Maundy Thursday  Mark 14:22-42  

April 10 10:00 Word & Prayer Good Friday / Crucifixion Mark 15:16-39  

April 12 10:00 Holy Communion Easter Sunday Mark 16:1-8 Family Sunday 
 

April 19 10:00 Word & Prayer 2 Easter / You Shall Be My 

Witnesses 

Acts 1:1-14 Shelterlink Sunday at the Brodhagen 
Community Centre 
 

April 26 10:00 Word & Prayer 3 Easter / Peter Heals in Jerusalem Acts 3:1-10 Blessing of the Seeds & Soil 

May 3 10:00 Holy Communion 4 Easter / Church at Thessalonica Acts 17:1-9;                

1 Thess 1:1-10 

Guest Preacher: Deb McCracken-
Nangereke, The Olive Branch 
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WORSHIP LEADERS SCHEDULE March/April 2020 
 

 
Date 

 
Acolyte 

 
Assistant 

 
Communion Washers 

 
Projectionist 

 
Reader 

 
Greeters 

March 1 Maddy Dixon Lynn Hoegy Brent & Susan Robinson Jan Leonhardt & Ally 
McMann 

Maddy Dixon   
Charlee Gethke 

Hugh & Doris Dietz 

March 8 Ava Robinson     Joan Beuermann Bonnie Beimers John & Marj Moore 

March 15 Charlee Gethke Deb Elligsen Kevin & Cindy Ludington Jan Leonhardt & 
Jackson Dietz 

Gwen Neeb Keith & Pauline Siemon 

March 22 Sammy 
Beuermann 

    Greg Beuermann Elaine Dietz John & Bonnie Elligsen 

March 29 Noah Robinson     Sherri Bennewies Peter Lejcar Gerald & Gwen Neeb 

April 5 Avery Regele Murray Rose Marion Weir & family Jan Leonhardt & 
Nicole Alexander 

Richard 
Leonhardt 

Doreen & Sherri 
Bennewies 

April 9 Hayden 
Beuermann 

Sherri 
Bennewies 

Mark & Mary Ann Rose   Bob Robinson Brad & Julie 
Beuermann 

April 10       Joan Beuermann     

April 12 Nicole Alexander Lynn Hoegy Pete & Judy DeJong Sherri Bennewies & 
Charlee Gethke 

Kevin Ludington Norlene Bennewies & 
Margaret Scherbarth 

April 19 Jackson Dietz   Greg Beuermann Mary Ann Rose Robert & Betty 
Bennewies 

April 26 Ally McMann     Joan Beuermann Kim Leonhardt Chris & Colleen Elliott 

May 3 Shawni DeJong Deb Elligsen John & Bonnie Elligsen Jan Leonhardt Joan Beuermann Earl & Cheryl Rock 
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March 2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

в г д е ж з и 

10:00 Holy Communion    

 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

  

й  к вб вв вг вд ве 

10:00 Word & Prayer 

Lenten Study 1 

 

 

   

 

 
 

7:30 Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

вж вз ви вй вк гб гв 

10:00 Holy Communion 

Lenten Study 2 

 

   

 

7:30 Church Council 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

  

гг гд ге гж гз ги гй 

10:00 Word & Prayer 

Lenten Study 3 

 

   

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

  

гк дб дв     

10:00 Word & Prayer 
with Order for Healing 

Lenten Study 4 
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April 2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   в г д е 

    

 

 

 

 

  

ж   tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ з и й к aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎ вб DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ вв 

10:00 Holy Communion    

 

 

 

6:30 Agape Meal 

10:00 Worship 

 

 

 

вг  9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ вд ве вж вз 
 

ви вй 

10:00 Holy Communion    

 

7:30 Church Council 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

 

  

вк гб гв гг гд ге гж 

10:00 Word & Prayer 

{ƘŜƭǘŜǊƭƛƴƪ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
.ǊƻŘƘŀƎŜƴ /ƻƳƳΦ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

 

  

гз ги гй гк дб   

10:00 Word & Prayer 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŜŜŘǎκ{ƻƛƭ 

Choir at Nursing Homes 

2:30 RV; 3:30 MNH 

   

 

 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

  

 


